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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN
Fargo-Moorhead Branch

May 2008

MAY BRANCH MEETING

Our May meeting has traditionally been a potluck meeting and will be so again this year.  It will be held at 6 p.m., Monday, May 19, at First Congregational Church, 1101 17th Ave. South, Fargo (just to the south of Dakota Clinic).  Bring a dish to share with a serving utensil, and beverages will be provided.  We are very fortunate to have an AAUW International Fellowship Award winner who will be speaking to us.  Dr. Hanan Eltahlawy from Egypt has been doing postdoctoral work at NDSU using this fellowship and will be returning to Egypt in September.  Her research uses biochemical and molecular biological studies to understand how insects produce pheromones to facilitate their mating.  The research will be helpful in insect control as a safe alternative to insecticides.  Hanan will speak to us about her research and her life.  You are encouraged to bring guests to the meeting.

BOOK CLUBS

The Fargo Book Club will select books for next year’s reading at 7:30 p.m., Monday May 12, at Lorna Williams’, 3111 Broadway #316A, (235-5801).  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to bring suggestions for the list (limit of three titles per person).  Both fiction and non-fiction books, available in paperback editions, are eligible to be chosen.  If you have questions, please call Sara Lindberg at 232-7932.

The Moorhead Literature Group will discuss Tears of the Giraffe, by Alexander McCall Smith on Monday, June 2 at 7 p.m.  The hostess is Bobbe Shreve, 3402 Evergreen Road, Fargo, 235-6534.

DUES TO BE COLLECTED AT MAY MEETING

The AAUW fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30 each year.  We usually collect as many dues as possible at our May meeting to save us postage and/or time in contacting members and reminding them.  2008-2009 dues for Fargo members are $71, and Moorhead dues are $71.  (There is a difference in the amount of state dues.)

CONGRATULATIONS!
Maureen Kelly Jonason, ND and Fargo-Moorhead AAUW membership chairperson, was recognized at the ND annual meeting in Dickinson as a Woman of Distinction in AAUW.  

YVONNE CONDELL HONORED AT STATE CONVENTION
Yvonne C. Condell, a member of the Fargo-Moorhead Branch, was awarded the “Ambassador for Change” Star Award at the Minnesota State Convention held in St. Paul, April 25-27.   She was among 150 members of the American Association of University Women to attend the convention.

June Turner, keynote speaker, became a whistleblower in 1999, when she informed FBI management of serious misconduct in its failure to investigate and prosecute crimes against Native American children in North Dakota.  Later she reported on misconduct related to the theft of property by Minneapolis FBI personnel on the 9/11 crime scene in New York.  She was forced to retire from the FBI after 25 years of service.

Myrna Sandvik, Upper Midwest Regional Director, did a presentation on leadership development.  David Kirkwood, a member of AAUW, did a presentation on membership.  The Minnesota State President of AAUW, Bev Crute did a state initiatives:  tips and actions.  AAUW has been undergoing a major strategic process initiative as part of the revitalization of our 126-year-old organization.  

One of the world’s largest sources of funding for graduate women, the Educational Foundation, provided $4 million in funding more than 250 fellowships, grants and special awards to outstanding women in the 2007-2008 academic year.  Due to the generous contributions of AAUW members across the U. S., a broader community of women continues to gain access to educational and economic opportunities so that all women have a fair chance.
The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund is the nation’s largest legal fund focused solely on sex discrimination in higher education.  Since 1981 the fund has helped students, faculty, and staff in higher education challenge discriminatory practices such as sexual harassment, denial of tenure or promotion, pay inequity and inequality in women’s athletic programs.

The Moorhead Branch was honored to receive the following awards:

· 1st Place Award – Per capita LAF contribution

· 5th Place – Total LAF contribution

· 1st Place – Per capita EF contribution

· 6th Place – Total EF contribution

NORTH DAKOTA STATE CONFERENCE WAS GREAT!

By Maureen Kelly Jonason

Dickinson did a great job of hosting a small but appreciative group for the annual conference, April 18-19.  Julie Garrett, Martha DiCicco, Pat Schutt and I made the lovely drive across the fair state of ND under perfect weather conditions.  A lone daffodil even bloomed outside the Elks Club, where the meetings were held.  We had a wonderful time meeting members from all over the state and finding out about their neat projects.

We were also able to go through two of the new AAUW leadership training DVDs, and Martha Ordered a copy for us.  The DVD on membership development and retention was especially inspiring as was the discussion that followed.  The silent auction was a big success, with Sara Lindberg’s mystery basket causing quite a stir.  ND products were popular in the baskets this year.  A considerable sum was raised for LAF and EF.

We heard from Midwest Regional Director Myrna Sandvik, who traveled all the way from Iowa with her husband—a 13-hour drive.  We also enjoyed hearing from our speakers, Kristen Hedger, who ran for ND public office in the last election when she was 26 years old, and Valerie Naylor, Superintendent of Theodore Roosevelt National Park, who gave a great talk on the adventures of a park ranger and how she came to her position of leadership.  At lunch on Saturday, we enjoyed a visit from the spirit of Medora de Mores herself!
In the near future, watch for a branch member survey.  Please fill it out and return it to me as soon as possible.  We need your input for our future!

THANKS

Thanks to Martha DiCicco and Mel Gaebe for their hard work on the pay equity event.  About 40 people attended, and the panel provided interesting and unique perspectives to the issue.  
PROGRAM IDEAS FOR NEXT YEAR

For the last few years, we have had two informal summer meetings to talk about programming for the next year.  Anyone in the branch is encouraged to attend and bring ideas that fit into AAUW’s mission.  We will have the first meeting on June 16 at 7 p.m. at Faith United Methodist Church, 909 19th Ave. N., Fargo.  The following may help you as you are thinking of ideas:

· Vision Statement:  AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education.

· Mission Statement:  AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.

· Value Promise:  By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so all women have a fair chance.
GET WELL WISHES

Mary Ann Pierce of Moorhead is at home recovering after having a stroke about a month ago.  We wish her well.
ND STATE AAUW TREASURER NEEDED
The current ND AAUW treasurer is retiring and moving to Sioux Falls, SD this fall, so a new treasurer is needed.  If you would be interested in this position, please call Julie Garrett, the new state president and a member of our branch.  Her number is 298-6574 or 238-5171 (cell).  Connie Hildebrand, the current state public policy chair, would also like to mentor someone this year to take over her position in another year.

INTERNATIONAL AAUW FELLOWSHIP AWARDED LOCALLY

By Maureen Kelly Jonason

2007 Concordia graduate Evelyn Paraboy Kaney has been awarded an international graduate school fellowship to complete her MBA.  When I first met Evelyn, it was in August of 2003.  I had “adopted” an international Cobber and went to make introductions.  There was tiny, thin, shy Evelyn smiling broadly and saying little.  What a difference four years can make.  Evelyn completed her degree in accounting in May of 2007.  She knew she wanted to attend graduate school, so she got a job in a bank and set to work to apply to schools and for financial support.  I was fortunate enough to mentor Evelyn through the application process, and she was successful in winning an award.  I am very excited for her and will keep you posted.

NOMINATIONS FOR 2009 FEMINISTS
The Women’s Network of the Red River Valley is accepting nominations for feminists in the FM area to highlight on their 2009 calendar.  Nominations are due by June 1, 2008.  Martha DiCicco has nomination forms, or you can contact Michelle Carney Olsonoski at wnrrv@wnrrv.org
NEW DIRECTIONS FOR LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND

Many members and others who look to AAUW for leadership have urged AAUW to extend the LAF plaintiff support beyond academia to other workplace settings.  So LAF is expanding to include sex discrimination in all workplaces to reflect the commitment to giving all women a fair chance.  However, they have also made the decision to move away from direct financial plaintiff case support to seeking expanded amicus curiae (friend of the court) opportunities in cases of discrimination that disadvantage women in the workplace.  In the meantime, the commitments to the ten plaintiffs whose cases are currently being supported will be continued.  For more information you can go to the website at aauw.org and search for LAF Express—the latest newsletter.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!
